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Discussion questions 

1. How has the Space Coast’s economy changed since 2006? How did the ending of the space shuttle 

program affect area employment? How did this event compare in terms of unemployment when the 

Apollo program ended? 

2. How has the Space Coast’s economy diversified since the 1970s and ‘80s? What two sectors are 

doing well now that aerospace is a less important part of the economy?  

3. How have demographics helped the area recover from the contraction of the aerospace industry? 

4. What new types of aerospace projects are being pursued now that the space program is slowing 

down? How will reliance on private-sector companies, versus government contract work, help the 

region? 

Related links 

“60 Minutes” report on end of space shuttle program (video) 

Economic Development Commission of Florida’s Space Coast 

Florida Space Coast Office of Tourism 

Florida Trend: Florida’s Space Coast 

Kennedy Space Center 

“On Space Coast, Signs of a Comeback after End of an Era”: New York Times 

University of Central Florida–Florida Space Coast History Project 

 

 

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7403938n
http://www.spacecoastedc.org/AbouttheEDC/Staff.aspx
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/
http://www.floridatrend.com/article/15467/space-coast
http://www.nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/home/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/30/us/space-coast-showing-signs-of-an-economic-recovery.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://virtualheritage.ist.ucf.edu/cchp/

